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 Winton Woods City Schools 

is one step closer to new 

facilities with the approval 

on January 26 of 

$48,875,958 in state funding 

by the Ohio Facilities 

Construction Commission 

(OFCC). "We are eager to 

partner with the OFCC to 

build the educational 

facilities our students, staff 

and community deserve,” said Steve Denny, executive director of business affairs for the 

district. “This is an exciting opportunity to positively impact our future for decades to 

come."  

The approval of state funding is "a critical step in ensuring that our children are in new or 

renovated facilities that help support academic achievement," said OFCC Executive 

Director David Williamson. “There is also a significant economic impact attached to the 

Commission action. The construction work generated by this project could translate into 

both job opportunities for local residents and increased purchases of goods and services 

from local businesses.”  

Denny said the next step in the process is that the state will encumber the funds for new 

facilities on February 27. “This obligates the funds for our project, in essence depositing 

the money into accounts for the district’s use in paying for the approved facilities,” he 

said. “After that, the district will move into design firm vetting and selection with the 

state and then move on to the actual design. The visioning we are doing now, through 

meetings in February and March, is also a co-funded activity with the state that will 

inform the design process.”  



OFCC guides capital construction projects for state agencies, state-supported universities 

and community colleges, as well as Ohio's comprehensive public K-12 school 

construction and renovation program. The Commission is currently working with, or has 

completed all necessary work in, two-thirds of the state’s 611 school districts and has 

opened over 1,140 new or renovated educational facilities. 

 

 Winton Woods City Schools is inviting community input for new school facilities in a 

series of three educational visioning sessions that will take place in the Winton Woods 

High School media center, 1231 W. Kemper Road in Forest Park.  

The visioning sessions will be: 

 February 15, 2017, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 

 February 21, 2017, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 

 March 2, 2017, 5:30-8:30 p.m.  

“The goal of these sessions is to imagine the possibilities that lie ahead for our students 

and their future,” said Steve Denny, executive director of business affairs for the district. 

“We want to equip our students for a changing world and a 21st century education and 

want our new facilities to reflect that. These sessions will inform our design process and 

help define what the future will look like for all of our Winton Woods Warriors.” 

 

 Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith honored Thad 

Willard with the district’s Community Spirit award in a posthumous 

presentation at the January board meeting. “I want to honor Mr. 

Willard for his contributions to Winton Woods City Schools,” said 

Smith. Willard served as a member of the Winton Woods Student 

Achievement Committee and was frequently at board meetings. 

  

Smith said Willard was adamant about academic success and wanted 

students to have strong GPAs that would lead to educational 

opportunities at all the top colleges in the area. “Mr. Willard was 

very relentless, always giving me information, and asking, “Where 

are our National Merit Scholars and how many honors diploma 

students do we have?’” said Smith.  

Smith extended his condolences to Willard’s wife, Maria Waltherr-Willard, and led the 

audience in a round of applause for the work her husband had done over the years for the 

district.  



 Winton Woods City Schools is 

celebrating with four of its 

student athletes who signed 

letters of intent on National 

Signing Day. The signing 

ceremony was held at the 

district’s Board of Education 

offices. 

Signing letters of intent for 

football were Andrew Kerobo, 

University of Tennessee Martin; 

Jerron Cage, The Ohio State 

University; Lorenzo Gist, Lenoir 

Rhyne University; and Will 

Simpson, Otterbein University. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at Winton Woods High School’s National Signing Day are 

(l-r) Andrew Kerobo and his father, Godfrey Kerobo; Jerron Cage and his mother, 

Dionne Cage; Lorenzo Gist with Coach Andre Parker; and Will Simpson and his father, 

William Simpson Photo by Linda Schiltz. 

 

 Winton Woods City Schools 

presented the district’s 

Community Spirit award to Dr. 

George Wharton for his help in 

enhancing the educational 

success of its students and 

teachers. The award was given 

out at the January board of 

education meeting.  

“Dr. Wharton, along with former 

board member Dr. Brandon 

Wiers and Mr. Chip Henderson, 

formed the group Concerned 

Citizens for Improved Schools to 

assist district leadership in 

assessing progress toward its student achievement goals,” said Superintendent Anthony 

G. Smith. “Their involvement in these efforts has shown that they are strong advocates 

for education and opportunities for children.”  

Smith extended the district’s thanks and appreciation to Wharton for the support he has 

shown over the years. “Your willing involvement in this district has made an impact on 

our students’ futures,” Smith said.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Dr. George Wharton is shown with Winton Woods Board President 

Jessica Miranda.  



 

 Winton Woods City Schools 

honored Chip Henderson at the 

January board of education meeting 

with the Community Spirit award for 

his long-time service to the district. 

Henderson, along with Dr. George 

Wharton and former board member 

Dr. Brandon Wiers, formed the 

group Concerned Citizens for 

Improved Schools to assist district 

leadership in assessing progress 

toward its student achievement 

goals. “Their involvement in these 

efforts has shown that they are 

strong advocates for education and 

opportunities for children,” said Superintendent Anthony G. Smith.   

“The first day I walked into this district, Mr. Henderson told me, ‘You have to be 

committed to the work to be the superintendent,’” said Smith. “He would say over and 

over, ‘We have to make sure that our children are first.’”       

Smith extended his thanks and appreciation to Henderson for the positive impact he has 

had on the district.    

PHOTO CAPTION: Chip Henderson is shown with Winton Woods Board President 

Jessica Miranda.   

 

 Winton Woods High School wrestler Cornell Beachem has 

been nominated for “High School Athlete of the Week” at 

Cincinnati.com and needs your vote! Beachem, who wrestles at 

160 pounds, helped Winton Woods finish second at the Milford 

invitational with a pin over Milford’s Tre Spillman. To place 

your vote, go to http://www.cincinnati.com/story/sports/high-

school/high-school-sports/2017/02/01/vote-high-school-

athletes-week-jan-30/97358084/.  

 

http://www.cincinnati.com/story/sports/high-school/high-school-sports/2017/02/01/vote-high-school-athletes-week-jan-30/97358084/
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/sports/high-school/high-school-sports/2017/02/01/vote-high-school-athletes-week-jan-30/97358084/
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/sports/high-school/high-school-sports/2017/02/01/vote-high-school-athletes-week-jan-30/97358084/


  

 Students in Melissa Albers’s and 

Andrew Lock’s American Studies 

class culminated their 1920s 

speakeasy project by dressing in 

1920s clothing and traveling to the 

Underground in Forest Park to 

watch the music videos created by 

each group. Photo provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Winton Woods High School’s spring musical is A Little Princess, with music by Andrew 

Lippa and lyrics by Brian Crawley. Performances are Friday, April 28, and Saturday, 

April 29, at 8:00 p.m., and Sunday, April 30, at 2:00 p.m. All family-friendly 

performances take place in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at the high school.     

 

The musical is based on the 1905 children’s novel of the same name and is the story of 

Sara Crewe, who is sent to boarding school in London as her father travels to Africa. Sara 

uses her imagination to make friends, even as she copes with a dour headmistress and an 

unexpected change in fortune.    

 

The drama director for the musical is Michelle Kozlowski, musical directors are Joe 

Whatley and Beth Miller, technical director is Emily Russell, choreographer is Melody 

Nordmoe, orchestra conductor is Felipe Morales-Torres, and costumer is Kaitlin Otto.    

 

This year’s student director is Alex Kress, student musical director is Alyya Scott and 

dance captains are Jordan Braswell and Celeste Hackmann.  

 

 

 

 

 



UPCOMING DISTRICT EVENTS  

(please check our website, www.wintonwoods.org, for building specific events and updates) 

 

2/2 5-8:30 PM 
5:30-6:00 PM 
6:00-6:30 PM 
7:00-9:30 PM 

MS 
HS 
 
HS AUDITORIUM 

Gr. 7-8 Parent Teacher Evening Conferences 
College Credit Plus Informational Meeting 
 
Talent Show 

2/3 All DAY  Professional Day/No Students 
Midterm 

2/7 6:30 – 8:00 PM PRINCETON PDC College Credit Plus (CCP) Parent Information Night – See Website for details 

2/13 6:30 PM 
6:30 PM 

BOARD OFFICE 
WWIS 

Board of Education Work Session  
WWC PTA General Meeting 

2/17   Report Card Distribution 

2/20 All DAY  Presidents’ Day/No School 

2/27 6:30 PM BOARD OFFICE Board of Education Monthly Meeting 

3/6 ALL DAY 
6:00 PM 
6:00 PM 

 
WWHS 
BOARD OFFICE 

Early Registration for All Day Kindergarten 
Performing Arts Boosters General Meeting 
Board of Education Work Session 

3/9 6:30 - 7:15 PM 
6:30 - 8:00 PM 

WWHS 
WWHS 

Student Digital Literacy Showcase  
College/Career Fair (Fair and break-out sessions) 

3/10   THIRD QUARTER ENDS 

3/13 4:00 PM 
6:30 PM 

BOARD OFFICE 
WWIS 

Board of Education Work Session  
WWC PTA General Meeting 

3/17   Report Card Distribution 

3/18 1 – 4:00 PM WWHS Fine Arts Fair 

3/20 6:30 PM BOARD OFFICE Board of Education Monthly Meeting 

3/22 5:30-8:00 PM FREEDOM CENTER National Underground Freedom Center and WWCS Present Project 
Exhibition/Gallery Walk 

3/27 – 31   SPRING BREAK/NO SCHOOL 

4/3 All DAY  Professional Day/No Students 

 

 Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer and 

photographer.  

 

 

 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/

